The role of the blood-brain barrier in movement disorders.
The entry of drugs and other biological compounds into the brain is a process that can be considered separately from the effects of those drugs and compounds once they have entered the brain. The rate of entry of compounds into the brain may occur either by passive diffusion or by carrier-mediated transport. Many processes interact to affect the amount of the compound that eventually enters the brain, including protein binding, systemic metabolism, and local metabolism and diffusion within the brain.